
The History of the Catholic Church in Opelousas, Louisiana
Limited Edition Reprint of the 1915 Publication

Introduction by Carola Lillie Hartley

Attention History Lovers! Pre-order your numbered copy of this historic publication.
Reprint of the original book published in 1915 is scheduled for released by Bodemuller, the Printer 
this year. This is a perfect addition to any Opelousas collection, and just in time to help celebrate the 
Opelousas Tricentennial, planned for 2020.  

The limited edition numbered book of only 500 will sell for $40.00 per copy. However, you can pre-order your copy at $30.00 per copy by filling out this 
form and mailing it to Bodemuller, the Printer - P. O. Box 27 - Opelousas, LA 70571, or email carolahartley@aol.com. For additional information contact 
Bodemuller, the Printer at 337-942-5712, 337-234-5002 or Carola Hartley at 337-381-0980.  FAX to: 337-942-6332. Or, visit www.opelousastales.com.   
Please reserve ______ copies of the book The History of the Catholic Church in Opelousas, Louisiana, at the special pre-order price of $30.00 per book. 
Enclosed is my check for $________ for ____ copies, plus 10.75% sales tax. Check one of the following:     ☐I will pick up my books at Bodemuller’s.  
 ☐Please mail my books to ______________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
Enclose an additional $5.00 per book for mailing. (To mail order more than one book, please contact Bodemuller’s at 337-942-5712 for postage price.)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 1909, the new St. Landry Catholic 
Church was dedicated in Opelousas. It 
was a beautiful building that was noticed 
throughout the state of Louisiana. The 
new church edifice was a priority project 
for its pastor, Father John Engberink, a 
native of Holland who came to Opelousas 
to serve the church parishioners in 1895.

As a result of all the publicity about the 
new church, it was decided a history of St. 
Landry Church was needed. A committee 
was formed, led by the pastor, and this 
history book was produced.

Besides the church history, the book also 
contains a history of Opelousas, a history 
of the Catholic Convent, a history of the 
local  Colored Catholic School, and some 
history on the local banks, politicians 
and businessmen -- all written in 1915. 
Also included are many photos from that 
era, taken by Maxwell Photo Studio in 
Opelousas. The original book was print-
ed by the Clarion Press, and the articles 
written by different authors, which will 
be covered in this reprint introduction.

Produced just as Opelousas prepares 
to celebrates its Tricentennial, this is a 
must-have for anyone who loves Opelou-
sas, St. Landry and Louisiana history. 


